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It was many, many years ago these nine eager students sent GRE scores, transcripts, 

recommendation letters, and resumes to York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health 

Nurse Anesthesia Program. Just a few months later, they drove to York, Pennsylvania 

for the rigorous interview process. It was just a few short hours later they received a 

phone call from Dr. Haas asking each one of them to join the 2011 nurse anesthesia 

class. Boy did 2011 feel light years away!! It was over 32-months ago they would attend 

an orientation day led by upper classmen and learn the lay of the land. Yes, 32-months 

ago they embraced their first anesthesia anatomy and physiology lecture by Dr. Haas. It 

was the following week they realized there were hundreds more to follow. It was  

several              
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several semesters ago they would never forget participating in the 

internationally awarded simulation research. And who can forget 

almost two years ago, when they first walked into the operating room 

as novices. There is no doubt they walked out as proficient, well 

prepared graduates. Among this class of graduates there are future 

leaders, educators, chiefs, and business owners …and what will they 

do after that? You will continue to amaze us with your vigilance, 

knowledge, compassion, and of course, your professionalism. 

Congratulations for a job well done!!! We proudly welcome the Congratulations for a job well done!!! We 

proudly welcome the newest members of 

the nurse anesthesia profession from the 

2011 graduating class of York College of 

Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health. The nine 

newest alumni continue to maintain the 

standards set forth by our previous 

graduates. We look forward to your 

continued success as CRNAs! 
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  THE HAZEL P. CURRIER MEMORIAL AWARD 

Congratulations to graduate Katie Sullivan-Jensen for her 

outstanding recognition as the third annual recipient of the Hazel 

P. Currier Memorial Award. Katie was presented the award and 

scholarship during convocation by alumnus Lauren Penn.  It was an 

honor to have Lauren present the award during convocation and 

the graduation dinner because she was last year’s recipient of the 

distinguished Hazel P. Currier Memorial Award. Katie was chosen 

for this award because her clinical practice, academic work, and 

community   service best exemplifies the program motto of 

Vigilance, Knowledge, and Compassion. Katie was awarded a check 

Congratulations to graduate Bethany Goss for her outstanding 

recognition as the annual recipient of the Program Director’s Clinical 

Excellence Award. During the annual graduate recognition dinner, 

Bethany’s exceptional clinical performance was acknowledged.  

Throughout her clinical education many clinical instructors 

recognized her outstanding performance with phone calls and emails 

to  to program faculty. 

The clinical portion of nurse 

anesthesia graduate education is a 

vital component. The students spend 

almost 20 months in the operating 

room after a rigorous 12-month 

didactic education.  

All graduates exceeded and excelled 

PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S CLINICAL EXCELLENCE AWARD 

beyond the minimal clinical standards for graduation. However, Bethany 

excelled in her clinical preparation, knowledge, and performance. An inscription 

of her name will be added to the plaque displayed at the school.  

Congratulations Bethany for going above and beyond!! 

 

Vigilance, Knowledge, and Compassion. Katie was awarded a check 

for $500 and an inscription of her name will be added to the plaque 

displayed at school.         

Ms. Currier was a remarkable figure who served as President of the 

American Association of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) in 1967. Ms. 

Currier was in attendance at the very first AANA Annual Meeting in 

Milwaukee in 1933 and missed very few during her lifetime. She was 

a recipient of the prestigious Agatha Hodgins Award in 1993.  

We are very grateful for this award that was donated at Ms. Currier’s 

request to the York Health Foundation. 
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AMAZING BOARD PASS RATE… AGAIN!!! 

For the third straight year, The York College of Pennsylvania/ WellSpan Health 

Anesthesia Program has a 100% first time board pass rate! Congratulations to 

the Class of 2011 for this amazing accomplishment that would not have been 

possible without constant hard work and dedication! Thank you to the entire 

faculty   and  staff,  clinical  coordinators  and  

FINAL FRIDAY FORUM 

It’s amazing how fast 32 months can pass us by! This 

year’s Final Friday Forum at Alumni Hall kicked off the 

Class of 2011 graduation celebrations. Dr. Haas offered 

kind words to each graduate and encouragement to the 

entire class as they set forth to begin their careers as 

nurse anesthetists. Katie Sullivan-Jensen presented an 

inspirational and emotional slideshow of their journey 

froum from novice students to graduating seniors. Needless to say, the day was filled with laughter, tears, and 

inspiration, as students and faculty shared stories from the past 32 months.  

Congratulations and Good Luck to the Class of 2011! 

 

The graduation weekend was filled with families, 

friends, faculty, and alumni.  We started the weekend 

with the traditional nursing convocation on Friday 

evening where the graduates were hooded.  There 

was also presentation of the Hazel P. Currier 

Memorial Award and the Program Director’s Clinical 

Excellence Award. 

 

GRADUATION CEREMONIES 

The graduation luncheon celebration was held Saturday May 14th at the beautiful and historic York Hotel. 

Class of 2011 attendees included Marci Baity, Sarah Canero, Anthony Frank, Katie Sullivan-Jensen, Michelle 

Raymond, Karin Sommer.  The program faculty and alumni Lauren Penn and Maggie Preston were also in 

attendance.  

It was a pleasure to have families and friends of the Class of 2011 gather to celebrate 32 

months of hard work and dedication.  

 

faculty, staff, clinical coordinators preceptors, 

and all those who have supported, mentored 

and educated the Class of 2011.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADUATION CEREMONIES CONTINUED  
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ALUMNI NEWS 

Class of 2011 presented a slide show for their families and friends recapping their amazing 32-month journey.  

A special thanks to Michelle Raymond and Jessica Leathery for their hard work and assistance with the 

graduation celebration.  

If you would like to donate to the York College of Pennsylvania/WellSpan Health CRNA 

Program, please forward your contributions to Dr. Haas at 441 Country Club Road, McKay 

Hall, York PA 17403 with your check made payable to the York Health Foundation. Please 

write the words CRNA Program Fund or account 29500-0072 on the memo line. 

 

The York College of Pennsylvania/ WellSpan Health CRNA Program sponsors a yearly fund raising campaign 

entitled “One day’s pay, One time each year, One alum at a time” in order to fund CRNA program student 

activities. We would like to thank the following alumni from the CRNA program classes of 2009 and 2010 for 

graciously donating to the program: 

 

       2010 Campaign             2011 Campaign 

Lou Contino, CRNA, MS, Class of 2009   Patti Vodila, CRNA, MS, Class of 2009 

Patti Vodila, CRNA, MS, Class of 2009   Brandy Little, CRNA, MS, Class of 2010 

Robin Crowley, CRNA, MS, Class of 2009  Lauren Penn, CRNA, MS, Class of 2010 

Gary Paul, CRNA, MS, Class of 2010 

The festivities included words 

of encouragement by Dr. Haas 

for the graduating class and 

their families and friends. In 

graduation tradition, all joined 

in a champagne toast to the 

graduates. Congratulations to 

the entire Class of 2011 for an 

amazing journey filled with 

many accomplishments! The 

Class of 2011 presented a slide 
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