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The Final Grand Rounds of 2016 

The final grand rounds of 2016 was held in Alumni Hall where a 

special presentation was provided by Jack Hitchens, CRNA, BA, 

this years AANA recipient of the Philanthropist of the Year for 2016. 

Mr. Hitchens talked with the students on the topic of “The Business 

of Anesthesia.” The presentation was quite insightful and provided 

the students with a first-hand look at how billing works, and what 

the costs of an employee in an anesthesia practice truly are. Our 

usual excellent breakfast preceded the program, and the day fin-

ished with the classic program Christmas photo (see below).  
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2016 AANA Annual Congress  

This year, the AANA Annual Congress was held in Washington DC.  From September 9-13
th
, CRNAs and stu-

dents from across the country gathered to network with other professionals, attend high quality lectures, and 

learn more about the business and political side of our profession. This was also a great opportunity for current 

YCP/WSH Nurse Anesthesia Program students to become involved.   

This year was an exceptionally special year for the faculty, students, and alumni from York because our own 

Howard Burtnett, MHS, CRNA received the prestigious Clinical Instructor of the Year Award for 2016.  This 

award was established 25 years ago to recognize individuals who have impacted the lives of nurse anesthesia 

students in the clinical area.  Professor Burtnett was nominated by his colleagues as well as past and present 

students.  In the words of York graduates Julie Linton, MSN, CRNA, and Heather Baglio, MSN, CRNA, “His 

teaching and guidance ultimately bridge the gap for us between our textbooks and the clinical world, helping 

many of us to blend the art and science of anesthesia. It is clear that   every clinical judgment made on his part 

is supported by the scientific underpinnings that we spend hours learning about in the classroom.”  All of Profes-

sor Burtnett’s current and past students would echo these sentiments.  Sixteen current students as well as 

many alumni joined York faculty and friends of Professor Burtnett to celebrate with him at the award ceremony 

on Saturday morning of the Annual Congress.     

Following an enjoyable weekend attending lectures and workshops that focused on a variety of educational top-

ics, exploring new and emerging technology in anesthesia, and networking with other CRNAs and SRNAs, the 

annual AANA College Bowl took place on Monday night.  Representing YCP/WSH for Team 3 was senior stu-

dent Jonathan Sawers.  Teams consisting of six students from different schools went up against each other an-

swering questions about current knowledge and practice related to anesthesia.  Team 3 made it to the final stu-

dent round and after a close match came in second to the winning student team.  This was an excellent oppor-

tunity to meet other students from across the country.  Congratulations Jon, and thanks for your willingness to 

participate! 
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2016 Trauma Conference  

The 12
th
 annual Contemporary Issues in Trauma Conference, sponsored by St. Luke’s, was held in 

Bethlehem, PA this year.  Members of the classes of 2019 and 2018 attended.  The primary theme 

this year was surgical procedures and the trauma patient. All of us who attended were particularly 

touched by a presentation on pediatric cases, and presentations of hidden injuries.  This was a 

difficult session, as several of the case studies involved profoundly abused children.  Additional 

presentations included, setting up a surgery suite in the ICU, and the implications for anesthesia 

providers, and difficult airway management techniques and ventilation strategies. Lunch was provided 

and due to ideal weather conditions, all who attended were able to eat outdoors.  

2016 Wisconsin Anesthesia Conference 

Lindsay Sentz and Lauren Reynolds attended the Wisconsin Association of Nurse Anesthetists 

(WIANA) annual state conference during their Wisconsin clinical rotation. The conference was held at 

the Osthoff Resort in Elkhart Lake, WI from September 30- October 2, 2016. The first evening of the        

conference consisted of presentations from students from local schools. The second day of the    

conference was filled with presentations from CRNAs and an update from Frank McShane, DNP, 

CRNA-WIANA President. Lindsay and Lauren also volunteered to sell raffle tickets with Wilma Gillis, 

CRNA to help raise money for the new Rise Above Campaign. The second day of the conference 

concluded with a PAC event which included a meet and greet, a Donald and Hilary look-alike contest, 

door prizes, and games. The final day of the conference consisted of a few more presentations from 

CRNAs in the morning.  
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Stacey Holtzman is a York, PA native who has extensive experience throughout the  WellSpan Health sys-

tem.  Stacey has worked in the NICU Newborn Medical Office and has also worked for the Utilization Man-

agement team for WellSpan Population health Services. As the Anesthesia Program’s CRNA Admin, 

Stacey was gracious enough to provide the NAP News with a “Get to Know You” interview.  

1. What is the most challenging and rewarding part of working for the NAP program?   

Rewarding: I get to work with a compassionate staff.  Their only goal is to make each of you a success.  
The students are kind, and have made me feel very welcome.  

Challenging: It’s always somewhat of a challenge to step in someone else’s job.  

2. What are your greatest accomplishments?  

My children Angela & Cory. Being able to say I have been married for 34 years to my best friend, and go-

ing back to school working two jobs and raising two strong, independent and talented children.  

3. Family? Pets?  

My husband Richard, Daughter Angela and Son Cory.   

Golden Receiver Cody and two horses Patches and Cooper. Our dog Tucker passed away on 11.04.16. 

4. If you could only have three words to describe yourself, what would they be?  

Dependable, Caring and Free-Spirited (family joke).  

5. Do you have any hobbies? 

Crafting with my grandson Collin, Flea Markets and Reading.  

6. What is some advice you have for the NAP students?  

Two Quotes:  

“Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the strength, the pa-
tience, and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world. (Harriet Tubman) 

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to try just one more 
time”. (Thomas Edison) 

7. What are some other things you would like the alumni/students to know about you?  

I am a huge hockey fan (Pittsburg Penguins) and Penn State Football.  My dream is to go 180 mph with 

Mark Martin in Martinsville.  I am a good friend and a great listener. I have two pet peeves:  Gossip and 

whispering (use your words only for good).  
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On Saturday, September 17
th
, 2016, the SOFA foundation hosted their second annual 

2016 Fall Anesthesia Conference at WellSpan, York Hospital. The theme this year 
was “Pharmacologic Review: Updates in Anesthesia.” Among the excellent student 
presentations we heard  those from Stephen Okoth, Class of 2017, (“Mitochondrial 
Disease and Anesthesia Considerations”) and one Matt MacDonald, Class of 2018 
(“PONV”). Other students presenting included Jon Sawers, Class of 2017 (“Beta-
blockers as part of multi modal analgesia”) and Ashlee Wheeler, Class of 2018 
(“Sugammaddex”). Many alumni also attended and presented on a variety of topics. 
Ryan Dreikorn (2013) presented on Ketamine and Kelly Martin (2014) presented on 
perioperative pain management. Additionally, this year the SOFA foundation held a 
regional simulation class which was open to CRNAs and SRNAs. The turn out was 
phenomenal and the money raised will go to furthering the future of the York College/
WellSpan Health Nurse Anesthesia Program Students. Thanks again SOFA!!!!   
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We Celebrated the Class of 2018 with a Halfway Dinner on December 2
nd

 2017 at 

the Roosevelt Tavern.  Congratulations to each of you for achieving this great mile-

stone. We celebrate the accomplishments of each of you. 

 

Cara Butler, Melissa Dean, Erin Drumheller, Danielle Filer,  

Michelle Harkanson, Kelli Jones, Devin Knisely, Matthew MacDonald, 

Lina Ramos, Laura Szabo, Deidre Weaver, Ashlee Wheeler & Brianne Zander. 

 

Thank you to the SOFA foundation for sponsoring this event. 
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IT’S A BOY!!! 

The Cresswell family welcomed a baby boy Kai Jamison Cresswell 11/25 @ 1043 

am 7 pounds 1 ounce 20.5 inches Mom and baby are both doing great. 

Congratulation to Lindsay Quirk, this year’s 

Winner of the Coffee Cup Contest. Thank you to 

Professor Burtnett for being a good sport. 

WELCOME! 
New Staff member:  
Rebekah (Becky) Carmel, PhD, CRNA 
Dr. Carmel will be joining the faculty on 
January 2

nd
 2016.   

She will reside in Office 241. 
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 Friday, January 20, 2017 - 0830-1230   Alumni 
Hall YCP West Campus, Dr. McGuinn Cardiac  

 Friday, February 17, 2017 – 1200-1600   
Alumni Hall YCP West Campus, Student/
Staff Talent Show 

 Friday, March 17, 2017 – 0830-1230  Alumni 
Hall YCP West Campus, AANA 

 April 2017 TBA  Allegheny Anesthetists  

 Friday, May 5, 2017 – 0830-1230  Alumni Hall 
YCP West Campus, Class of 2017 Recognition  

 Saturday, May 20, 2017 – 1600-1900  Family 
Picnic Location TBA 

 Friday, June 30, 2017 – 0830-1200  Olym-
pics YCP Stallman Field 

 Friday, August 25, 2017 – 1200-1700  YH 
M/P Classroom 10A/10B – NUR 698 Presen-
tation 

 Friday, October 20, 2107 – 0830-1200  Alumni 
Hall YCP West Campus – TBA 

 Friday, December 1, 2017 – 0830-1200 
 Alumni Hall YCP West Campus – TBA 

Questions? Comments? 

Suggestions? 

News?    Call us at 717.815.1462 

Student Editor: Freddie Lincoln  

Chief Editor: Dr. Richard Haas 

 

Contributors: 

 Jon Sawyers: Class of 2017 

 Ella Kennedy : Class of 2019 

 Lindsay Sentz: Class of 2017 

 Stacey Holtzman: NAP Admin 

 

Class of 2020 New Student Orientation was held 

on December 2nd, 2017 Thank you to Julie Yohe 

and Olivia Gore (Class of 2019) for all your prepara-

tion to make them feel welcome. 

WELCOME CLASS OF 2020! 

Allen Arslanian, Natalie Beccone, Nicole Berstler, 

Kristen Clark, Amanda Hernandez, Diane Farrell, 

Jessica Hammaker, Johnathan Humbert, L. Dean 

Mellott III, Elizabeth Pritchard, Jessica Sadvari & 

Sally Wenger. 

A note from the Program Director:  On January 1, 2017 I 

will be relinquishing my role as program director to Jason 

Lowe, PhD, CRNA.  I approach my new role as his assis-

tant director with great enthusiasm as I take this time to 

thank all of you who have graciously supported me per-

sonally and professionally as the founding program direc-

tor these past 12 years.  I will attempt to be as good an 

assistant to Jason as he has been to me since 2006.  I 

look forward to continuing to teach, and mentor incoming 

faculty members. My new office will be Diehl Hall 242, and 

Dr. Lowe will be in Diehl 222. 

Warmly,  

Rich Haas, PhD, CRNA, PHRN 


